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&lt;p&gt;The Gothic tradition blossomed into the genre that modern readers today

call horror literature in the 19th century. Influential works&#129516; and char

acters that continue resonating in fiction and film today saw their genesis in t

he Brothers Grimm&#39;s &quot;H&#228;nsel und Gretel&quot;&#129516; (1812), Mary
Shelley&#39;s Frankenstein (1818), John Polidori&#39;s &quot;The Vampyre&quot;
(1819), Charles Maturin&#39;s Melmoth the Wanderer (1820), Washington Irving&#39
;S &quot;The Legend&#129516; of Sleepy Hollow&quot; (1820), Jane C. Loudon&#39;s
The Mummy!: Or a Tale of the Twenty-Second Century (1827), Victor Hugo&#39;s Th
e&#129516; Hunchback of Notre Dame (1831), Thomas Peckett Prest&#39;s Varney the
Vampire (1847), the works of Edgar Allan Poe, the works&#129516; of Sheridan Le
Fanu, Robert Louis Stevenson&#39;s Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (1886)

, Oscar Wilde&#39;s The Picture&#129516; of Dorian Gray (1890), H. G. Wells&#39;
The Invisible Man (1897), and Bram Stoker&#39;s Dracula (1897). Each of these w
orks&#129516; created an enduring icon of horror seen in later re-imaginings on

the page, stage, and screen.[17]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;Influential horror writers of the&#129516; early 20th century made inro

ads in these mediums. Particularly, the venerated horror author H. P. Lovecratft,
and his enduring Cthulhu&#129516; Mythos transformed and popularized the genre
of cosmic horror, and M. R. James is credited with redefining the ghost story&#1

29516; in that era.[22]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt; There are many theories as to why people enjoy being scared. For exampl

e, &quot;people who like horror films&#129516; are more likely to score highly f
or openness to experience, a personality trait linked to intellect and imaginati

on.&quot;[39]&lt;/p&gt;
&lt;p&gt;In addition to&#129516; those essays and articles shown above, scholars

hip on horror fiction is almost as old as horror fiction itself. In 1826,&#12951

6; the gothic novelist Ann Radcliffe published an essay distinguishing two eleme
nts of horror fiction, &quot;terror&quot; and &quot;horror.&quot; Whereas terror
Is&#129516; a feeling of dread that takes place before an event happens, horror
is a feeling of revulsion or disgust after&#129516; an event has happened.[44]
Radcliffe describes terror as that which &quot;expands the soul and awakens the
faculties to a high&#129516; degree of life,&quot; whereas horror is described a

s that which &quot;freezes and nearly annihilates them.&quot;&lt;/p&gt;
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